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to drop, there arofe a Smoke which continued amend- 
ing for 20 Minutes (as another Gentleman and 1 ob- 
served by our Watches) 5 and at length formed into 
a Cloud, which affumed different Colours. 



XXXIII. A Letter from John Fuller, £j% 
jun. F. R, S. to Sir Hans Sloane, Bar *• late 
Prefident of the Royal Society, concerning 
the fame Meteor^ in Suffex. 

Honoured SIR, 

YEfterday in the Afternoon, between Twelve and 
One o'Clock, all this Part of the Country was 
alarmed with a moft terrible Clap of Thunder, as it 
is generally imagined. The Sound came from the 
North, where the Weather appeared very black and 
dark all the Morning. The Sound was double, as if 
Two very large Cannons had been difcharged at the 
Diftance of about a Second from one another : Moft 
People thought, juft at the firft hearing, that it was the 
Difchargc of Cannons, till by the rolling and echoing 
of the Sound afterwards, they were convinced it was 
not. Our Neighbours thought fome Powder-mills 
had been blown up 5 and I look upon them to be no 
bad Judges in fuch kind of Blafts, having been more 
than once alarmed with them, by the Powder-mills 
in the Neighbourhood. I have it by Report, that a 
Countryman, at Work in the Fields about Seven 
Miles North of us, faw a Flafh. of Lightniaor Before 
he heard the Noife, but I cannot anfwer for theTrftth 
of it : It is very eafy to imagine, that Fancy and Fear 
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in a poor Countryman upon fuch an uncommon Oe- 
cafion, might conjure up the Idea of Lightning, If it 
was Thunder and Lightning, the EiFetls of it mud be 
very terrible fomewhere ; for it gave the fame Re- 
port, and fhook all the Houfes jufl: in the fame Man- 
ner, that were above 20 Miles diftant from one 
another North and South ; which I think is an Argu- 
ment, that it was more general than Thunder can pot' 
fibly be. I ftiould be glad to know whether or no u 
was perceived in London. I am, 

Honoured S I R, 
Rofchili, Dec, 12. 1741. Your moft dutiful Grand/on, 

J. Fuller. 



XXXIV. A Letter from the Reverend Mr. 
William Goftling, Minor Canon of the Ca- 
thedral Church of Canterbury, to Mr. Peter 
Collinfon, F, R. S. concerning the fame Me- 
teor, in Kent. 

Canterbury, Sunday \ 
"Dear SIR, T>ec. 13. 1741. 

N Friday Iaft the nth Inftant, about One in 
_ the Afternoon, I found my Houfe violently 
fhaken for ibme Seconds of Time, as if fevcral loaded 
Carriages had been driving againft my Walls 5 and 
heard a Noife, which at lirft my Family took for 
Thunder, but of an uncommon Sound. For my 
own part, (as I thought Thunder which would /hake 
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